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General George S. Patton and 

the La Quinta/Coachella Valley connection 

 

 
In May of 1942, General George S. Patton, Jr. came to the Coachella Valley to create the 
largest military training facility in the world. The Desert Training Center included eleven camps 
spread throughout the desert and covered an 18,000 square mile section of Southern California, 
Western Arizona and Southern Nevada. Over a two-year period more than 1,000,000 troops 
were trained there. 
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Gen. Patton was put in charge of Thermal Army Air Field as a fighter base, Desert Center Army 
Air Field as a close-support bomber base, Rice Army AirField near Parker Arizona as a 
transport base, and Shaver's Summit Field as the air base for Camp Young Headquarters. 

Military equipment was sent to Indio via rail and then convoyed out to the troops in the desert. 
Gen. Patton requisitioned many of the valley's most significant locations for military use. World 
War II rationing made travel to the desert difficult. The La Quinta Hotel shuttered from 1942 to 
1945. 

The Army appropriated properties and it's believed that members of General George Patton's 
staff used some of the hotels in the area which included the La Quinta Hotel and the Desert 
Club facilities.  
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For further information or how to become a member of the La Quinta Historical 
Society,--information is provided below: 

 

La Quinta Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1238 

77885 Avendiat Montezuma 

La Quinta, CA 92253 

(760) 564-1283 

www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com 
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