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President Dwight D. Eisenhower was a frequent visitor to the 
La Quinta area, and was a huge golf enthusiast who popularized 
the Coachella Valley’s golf scene.  He frequently played courses in 
the area, including the La Quinta Country Club.   

In fact, Eisenhower helped dedicate the Club in 1960 
cementing its status as a premier desert destination alongside 
other courses like the Thunderbird and Eldorado Country Clubs. 

His presence in La Quinta helped make La Quinta a celebrity 
and political hotspot.  He was known as the “golfer in chief”. 

 The club later named its grand outdoor event space the 
“Eisenhower Pavillion” in his honor.   Thus, solidifying his legacy in 
the region’s golfing history! 
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