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The Southern Pacific Railroad and the La Quinta Connection

David Colton was both Vice President of the Southern Pacific Railroad and
President of the Southern Pacific Railroad - Arizona Division. Mr. Colton was a key
associate of the “Big Four” which included Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, Mark

Hopkins and Charl

es Crocker.

Mr. Colton spearheaded the construction and building of the railroad line that
became the foundation for the boundaries and roads throughout the entire Coachella

Valley.



The Southern Pacific Railroad (SP) played a crucial role in the early
development of the Coachella Valley, including the area that would become the City of
La Quinta. The railroad provided essential transportation, connecting the desert to Los
Angeles and facilitating the agricultural boom and, later, tourism in the area which
included the La Quinta Hotel.

In fact, the development of the area was directly tied to the railroad’s land
holdings. Records indicate that individuals, such as John Marshall, acquired 160
acres of land from the Southern Pacific Railroad along Avenue 52 in what is now La
Quinta.

David D. Colton (as a key figure) in the Southern Pacific Railroad, was honored
with the naming of the City of Colton, California celebrating his contributions to the
Railroad and further expansion east to Arizona.
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For further information or how to become a member of the La Quinta Historical
Society, information is provided below:

La Quinta Historical Society
P.O. Box 1238

77885 Avenida Montezuma
La Quinta, CA 92253

(760) 564-1283 / www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com



	La QUINTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

