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Fred Rice and the Gambel Quail 

 

 

Gambel Quail 

 



The Gambel Quail is the official city bird of La Quinta, California. 

The plump desert ground birds are commonly seen running in family 

groups called coveys across local parks, desert washes, and residential 

neighborhoods. 

The designer of the Gambel Quail city logo was Fred Rice, a former 

Art Director, Animator, TV Producer/Writer, Humanitarian.  

 In 1970, Fred retired to La Quinta, where he continued to invent and 

design. 

He became very active in the community. His various titles include 

President of the Chamber of Commerce, one of the original Founders of 

the Historical Society of La Quinta, and Father of the City Seal. He also 

designed the seal for St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in La Quinta. 

He was a true Renaissance man in the fields of entertainment and 

community service. 
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