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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our 2026-2027 season. As always, we spent the summer planning and are very excited about
several projects we have started.

e The historical society board has established an art fund to expand our art history collection. With the
research assistance of the La Quinta Museum staff, we will continue to explore all aspects of La Quinta
history and build a collection around all these elements.

e Athird round of Plague Program designations is being discussed. We partner with the City for this
program to recognize places of historic significance in La Quinta. Original paintings of the existing
plagues are on display at the museum.

e This December marks the 100th anniversary of La Quinta Resort. We will start celebrating the resort’s
centennial at our Historic Hotel Tour and Tea in December.

e In January, we will once again visit the historic Hacienda del Gato at Tradition Golf Club. This a very
special event. Please look for the 2026 event email for more details and ticket information. Also, please
look for the 2027 newsletter and event email coming in January.

We truly appreciate your valuable support. We are looking forward to a great season and hope to see you at
one or all of these events!

All the Best,
Linda Williams
President
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Archives & Acquisitions

The La Quinta Historical Society acquired a Plein Air Qil painting by Carl Bray who was born in
Prague, Oklahoma on May 17, 1917. Bray studied art at Miami College and sometime thereafter

moved to the Coachella Valley in 1936.

Over the years he was a popular lecturer-demonstrator for college classes, television shows,
and art groups. For 50 years he had an art gallery on Highway 111 in Indian Wells, CA. He died on
July 23, 2011.

In honor of his contributions to the Coachella Valley, a monument was constructed on Highway
111 through Indian Wells. It was installed to recognize him as the Smoke Tree Painter of the |

Coachella Valley. The monument displays colorful panels placed within rock wall enclosure.
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The La Quinta Historical Society acquired digital images and drawings from the

architect/designer company French, Prentiss of the Hacienda del Gato/Tradition ranch

home located in La Quinta, CA.

The Hacienda del Gato was named in honor of the family cat owned by William Rosecrans
and his wife. The cat warned and saved his wife from a rattlesnake bite. The home later
|

served as a retreat for political figures and movie stars. The images depict the L-shaped

ranch home built in 1920 by architect Helen Douglas French.
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The La Quinta Historical Society acquired a Plein Air Oil painting by
Frederick Chisnell (1887-1965) who was a mid-20th-century plein
air and impressionist painter known for his southwest desert
A I’Ch iveS land scap es of California which includ ed the La Quinta area.
&
ACq u |S|t| ons He focused heavily on the California d eserts, capturing scenes

around Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley. He has been

described as having an impact as a regional artist for the local art

scene.
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Memb er Sp otlight

MEET KEN & CHERI PARSONS

The Parsons and their d og Rusty
recently moved to La Quinta from the
mountains. They decided it was time

for a change and they both were

familiar with La Quinta.

While house hunting they found they
were drown to the beauty of the La

Quinta Cove.

They also recently visited the La
Quinta Museum for the first time and
liked it so much that they decided to

join the La Quinta Historical Society to

learn more ab out their new city.

Memb ership

Hop efully you will meet Ken and Cheri

walking Rusty in the Cove or at one of Joining the LQHS helps support our
efforts to preserve the heritage of La

the events at the museum, and when _ _
Quinta. Memberships are current for

you do make sure to say hello! the calendar year. Join on our website!
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SENIOR. ... 45
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Snapshotin Time

JULY 2026
ALICE MARBLE/ DUPONT FAMILY CONNECTION TO LA QUINTA, CA

Alice Marble, was an 18-time Grand
Slam tennis champion, and had adeep

connection to La Quinta, California.

In the 1950s, William duPont Jr. bought
the Point Happy Date Gardens and

hired Marble to oversee the

construction of DuPont’s red-brick

. house perched on asaddle in the
* | Santa Rosa Mountains. Dupont built a
\ separate Spanish-style home with a

pool and a tennis court for Marble in

1965.

The Point Happy Date Gardens ranch
structures (previously owned by
Chauncey and Marie Clark) was
" eventually subdivided to create the
Estates at Point Happy. DuPont’s
original home on the mountain saddle

remains to this day.
Alice Marble remained in the Coachella
Valley, teaching tennis and
participating in local exhibitions
before she died in 1990

Pictured: Alice Marble and Efren Zimbalist Jr.
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Up coming Events
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER

HOME GROWN CITY ART ON MAIN
PRESENTED BY KAY WOLFF November 28 & December 12th, 9AM-3PM

October 28, 2026, 2 PM Old Town La Quinta
La Quinta Museum - . s

Join us as Kay Wolff, La &
Quinta’s first First Lady, L a ; _
takes us behind the
scenes of the CITY LI '
grassroots movement POP 4.701 ELEV
that transformed La - - :
Quinta’s future and
paved the way for
representative
government in the city.

CENTENNIAL HISTORIC

HOTEL TOUR & TEA
CASITA LIGHTING December 12, 2026, 10:30AM-1PM

December 3, 2026, 5PM

. La Quinta Resort & Club
La Quinta Museum

Board Members

Lind a Williams — President

James Blanton — Vice President Newsletter Contributors
Caryl Cummings — Secretary

David C. Cribari — Treasurer/Website Editor - Michael Chanco

Sabina Greco — Archivist/Acquisitions Archives & Acquisitions - Sabina Greco
Mary Lawson — Memb ership/Programs Memb ership Spotlight - Mary Lawson
Nancy Salvatierra — Board Member Snapshot in Time - Sabina Greco

Elisa Guerrero — Social Media Photos provided by Sabina Greco

Michael Chanco — Historic Preservation
David Mackesey — Historian

@LQHistoricalSociety | laguintahistoricalsociety@gmail.com

WWW.LAQUINTAHISTORICALSOCIETY.COM
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