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Marie Rankin Clarke carried on until her death in 1928. She bequeathed the ranch, valued 

at a spectacular $5 million, to Claremont College. The college sold the gardens to William 

Dupont Jr. in the 1950s, and the property was further subdivided upon Dupont's death in 

1965. 

But for eons before this modern history, the protruding rocks were a known landmark to 

indigenous people traversing the desert. Somewhere points west of that spit of mountain 

was an Indian village called Kavinish. According to scholar Bruce Love, the earliest written 

record of Kavinish comes from an 1856 official U.S. land survey, written by John La Craze, 

Deputy U.S. Surveyor. The survey noted an "Indian rancheria" and the "Palma Seca" 

artesian well, the Indian well, for which the area would become named in the 20th century. 

Love writes: "La Craze offered little description of the village, stating simply that it 

consisted of 'a few Indian huts."' One other account places the number of houses at 
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