
Historical

Oracle
We love to feature historical interest stories of La 
Quinta.  Do you know someone we should be 
interviewing? 
Do you have an idea for an article or for a future 
discovery tour that you would like to attend?
Do you have a fundraising idea?
The  La Quinta Historical Society is open 
to your ideas and would welcome your 
input. Please call us at 760-564-1283 or 
email us at 
laquintahistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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 La Quinta Historical Society - Spring 2019

Do you 
want to 

get 
involved?

Important! Please make sure that we have 
your email address, sometimes we send out 
last minute reminders or invitations. Make 
sure you are on our list. Email us at 
laquintahistoricalsociety@gmail.com

 Presidents Message -  

    Linda Williams
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Dear Friends,
Thank you for your continued support of La Quinta Historical Society. 
Last year your support provided us with the resources to do the much 
needed preservation and proper storage of our archives and artifacts. 
We are also rebuilding our website which will allow us to do many 
more exciting things online.  

In June we were very fortunate to receive a $5,000 grant from the City 
of La Quinta. That grant will greatly enhance our ability to acquire the 
very best preservation work and materials. 

It is time to renew your memberships for 2019 

If you have not already renewed for 2019 or if you are not a lifetime 
member, you will find a membership envelope enclosed in this 
newsletter. Your renewal will allow you to continue to receive 
discounts on event charges. Discounts apply to active members only. 
You will also continue to receive our newsletter, the Historical Oracle.  

This will be the last mailing of our newsletter before we go digital. It 
is very important to include your email address on the renewal form 
and please update any prior address.  

I urge you to visit La Quinta Museum where, in addition to great 
exhibits, you will find additional information on events and activities.  

Your support is vital to our organization. We could not do what we do 
without you. 

Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

Linda Williams. President Enjoy wine and small bites while 

Enjoy wine and small bites while 
listening to music and mingling with 
friends! Proceeds will benefit the La 

Quinta Historical Society.

For info and to purchase tickets please 
go to 

WWW.PLAYINLAQUINTA.COM 
      Send to 

                       Label goes here.

La Quinta Historical Society  
P.O. Box 1283  
LaQuinta. CA 92247 
www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com 
Physical Address is:  
77-885 Avenida Montezuma, 
La Quinta CA 92253 
Historical Oracle is the membership 
newsletter of the La Quinta Historical 
Society, a non-profit organization. 
Editor: Pat MacKenzie 
Contributors: Linda Williams 

 Pat MacKenzie 
 Sherry Martinez

Archived Photos: Jeff and Val Smith 

Address or email change, be sure to tell 
us at:
laquintahistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
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The La Quinta Historical Society is a volunteer, not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the rich 
multicultural history of La Quinta through:

• A collection of archives and artifacts pertaining to the history of 
La Quinta 

• Educational Programs 
• Community Outreach Programs 
• Support of the La Quinta Museum 

The La Quinta Historical Society strives to touch all ages, socio-
economic and ethnic groups, community residents and area visitors, in an 
effort to link the past, present and future with the history of La Quinta.

Mission Statement

Joining the La Quinta Historical Society helps support 
our efforts to preserve the heritage of La Quinta. 
Memberships are current for the calendar year.
Forms are available at the Museum or a pdf of the 
membership application is available on our website at 
www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com

All dues and contributions
are tax-deductible. 
Individual Member $30.00..........
Senior  $25.00................................
Organization/Business $100.00
                         24 or less employees

MembershipLa Quinta Museum 

 Story Time
Join us for fun that includes a new story 

and a craft each month. Cost is FREE
Time 10:00- 10:30 am on the first 

Wednesday of every month.
Preschoolers ages 3-5 only please.

La Quinta Historical Society 

Contact information

La Quinta Museum 

Hours and address 

P.O. Box 1283 La Quinta CA 92247
Phone 760-564-1283

Please leave a message and your call will be returned.
Webpage: laquintahistoricalsociety.com

Email: laquintahistoricalsociety@gmail.com

77-885 Avenida Montezuma, La Quinta CA 92253
760-777-7170

www.la-quinta.org
Hours: Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Once a month the Museum sends out an e-newsletter with 
upcoming news of exhibits, programs, events and 

workshops. If you want to know what’s happening with 
the Historical Society and the Museum, jump on board and 

share your email address with us! 
Call the Museum at 760.777.7170 or email  

laquintamuseum@gmail.com.
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Request for email

La Quinta Historical Society Officers:
President-Linda Williams
Secretary-Caryl Cummings
Treasurer-James Blanton

La Quinta Historical SocietyBoard Members:
Ambassador & Historian- Louise Neeley
Archives & Acquisitions- Jeff & Val Smith
Membership- Mary Lawson
Newsletter Editor- Pat MacKenzie
Programs- Nancy Salvatierra
Publicity - Caryl Cummings
Social Media & Website - John Miller 
Ex officio Board member - John Anderholt, Attorney

Advisory Committee
Judy Vossler - Barbara Irwin - Inge Vorderwinkler

Officers & Board Members

Old Town La Quinta’s Art on Main Street shows 
take place during season. 
Here you will find more than 80 artists presenting 
works in painting, glass, ceramic, jewelry, wood, 
sculpture, photography, fiber and mixed media. 

Artists are dotted along the closed off streets in Old 
Town Quinta.  Art patrons will find quality 
artwork while tourists will 
discover a trove of 
treasures.  Live music 
complements this event 
and sets the stage for fun. 
Please don’t miss a 
spectacular day in the sun-
warmed desert air, taking 
in the beauty of artist 
wares, exploring shops 
and dining in the best of 
Old Town’s restaurants.
La Quinta Historical Society volunteers will staff 
the Concierge tent. We are always excited to be a 
part of this event and hope you will all come out to 
shop and discover what these artists have to offer. 
Admission and parking are free
and all Old Town restaurants and shops will also 
be open.

Time  10am to 4 pm

2019
January 5
January 19
February 2
February 16
March 16
April 6

La Quinta Historical Society 

is Going Digital!

Just this January, during a 
meeting of the Historical 
Society Board of Directors, our 
treasurer, James Blanton 
brought forward a proposal 
from Creative Juices to 
overhaul our website 
completely. 

At first the directors, a cautious group, sat stoically. 
Then the realization of what it could mean dawned 
on us all.  We saw the windows of communication 
were flying open.  Together we were very 
enthusiastic, and as the conversation evolved, we 
became jubilant with the possibilities for our La 
Quinta Historical Society.
So we decided to stay competitive. As the old 
saying goes “keep up or fall behind.” The 
publishing industry and consumers are moving into 
the digital world. Those who don’t move with the 
trend run the risk of losing relevancy. Staying on the 
cusp of technology gives us the ability to relate with 
our members.
We chose this for the following six reasons :
1) As a board, we will be able to add new 

programs throughout the year. 
2) Members will have access to the available 

programs without leaving their home.
3) Members will be able to renew their 

membership online.
4)   The LQHS will  stay relevant & competitive.
5)   We feel that we can appeal to a larger 
       and more varied audience.
6)   We will be a more effective, and professional  
       organization

Stay with us and watch us soar! 
Please resend your current email address so we can 

include it in our new database 

mailto:laquintamuseum@gmail.com
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On exhibit at LQ Museum - Postcards from Mecca 
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La Quinta Historical 
To purchase tickets please visit the historical society website at

 www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com and click on the link.
  Or for more information please call 760-564-1283.

Please note: Programs not listed have been sold out

Landmark Legacy Talk  
Judy and Andy Vossler will discuss their Father Ernie 
and the Landmark Company’s impact on La Quinta 
and the Coachella Valley
Date: Thursday March 14, 2019 Time: 4:00 pm 
Meeting Place: La Quinta Museum Cost: FREE Andy Vossler Ernie Vossler

New Tour Just Added- Saturday March 30th 2019 

Corn Springs -Tour & Talk 
Corn Springs is a palm oasis situated in the Chuckwalla Mountains of the Colorado 
Desert in Riverside County,.The springs were used for thousands of years by 
nomadic Native Americans. The Chemehuevi, Desert Cahuilla and Yuma bands 
frequented the spring and carved elaborate petroglyphs in the nearby rocks. Some 
of the oldest rock art is over 10,000 years old. At times, there was enough surface water for 
gardening by the springs. The Indians also utilized the fruit of the palms. 
Early white visitors found feral corn plants in the vicinity, giving the spring its present name         
More details will follow so stand by.

Big Bear Summer Tour  - coming in July

Call of the Wild Armed with a camera and a .38 revolver, Susie Keef Smith and 
her cousin, Lula Mae Graves, set out in the 1920s to document the desert outback.
A small town north of the Salton Sea, Mecca claims the lowest elevation post office in the United 
States. Photographer Susie Keef Smith took a job as postmaster here in 1926 and began making 

postcards to sell on the P.O. spinner rack. A second photographer — her cousin, Lula Mae Graves — soon joined her, 
and they proceeded to document the mysterious expanse east of Mecca.

Unlike their better-known counterparts, postcard photographers Stephen H. Willard and Burton 
Frasher, Susie and Lula have been forgotten. After Susie died in 1988, her life’s work was 
almost lost when a county estate administrator threw away her belongings. A savvy 
archaeologist jumped into a dumpster to rescue many of the images you see here.
This buoyant buddy story from the desert outback comes back to life in an exhibition Jan. 15–
May 11 at La Quinta Museum and also in a new book, Postcards from Mecca: The California 
Desert Photographs of Susie Keef Smith and Lula Mae 
Graves. I became involved with the story after writing 
about Susie years ago for Palm Springs Life. I worked with 

Cathedral City artist Warner Graves III, the grandson of Lula Mae Graves, to edit the 
book and curate the exhibition. Both introduce a slice of desert you might have 
overlooked on the long drive from Palm Springs to the Arizona border.
Susie Smith — wearing a full leg brace due to childhood polio — starts her new 
job as a post mistress and meets the prospectors, cowboys, burro packers, and 
aqueduct builders inhabiting the desert to the east.
The post office was an ideal base for a budding documentary photographer. In those days, the small-town P.O. 
doubled as town hall. In this case the town stretched from the Salton Sea to Desert Center and up to Pinto Basin — a 
lonely no man’s land of cowboys, miners, teamsters, and bandits. When Gen. George Patton later trained troops for 
desert warfare in this same region, his men called it The Land That God Forgot.
Susie and Lula’s kingdom was fringed by the Orocopia, Chocolate, and Eagle mountains. Bordered by the Salton Sea 
to the west and the Colorado River to the east, it’s a big swath of nothing, generally passed over by travelers and 

explorers.
There are no major peaks, no geysers, and no grizzly bears to attract 
hoteliers and tourists. Even today, it’s a place you travel through, not a 
place you linger. A modern-day motorcyclist called it, “Your basic 100-
mile blast in a region where your helmet is often the tallest object on the 
horizon.”
But the region was not devoid of activity. These were the years of the epic 
construction projects and huge public works extravaganzas — the All-
American Canal, the Colorado River Aqueduct — that brought thousands 
of men to the California desert. The projects had an aura of spectacle about 
them, like a World’s Fair or a space launch. Susie and Lula’s insider access 

to the massive works was heady and also historic.
“It amazes me how the superintendents of the camps from JF Shea Co. east about 50 miles to Utah Construction Co. 
let me go into the heading of the tunnels while the work was going on,” Susie wrote.
Susie and Lula were as focused as any WPA photographers on assignment, intent on recording the people, the time, 
and place — as if they knew very well the time of burro-packers and aqueduct muckers and blasters was soon to end.

The following is an excerpt of an article published in Palm Springs life December 2018 written by Ann Japenga

SUSIE SMITH PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY WARNER GRAVES COLLECTION, CHRIS ERVIN COLLECTION

Those of you who are time long desert dwellers remember the “Peter Pan” club in Big Bear, it was the sister 
to the “Desert Club” here in La Quinta. Members would embark to the cabins of the Peter Pan club in the 
warm summer month, and return the the Desert Club here in the winter. So there is a long 
relationship between the two regions, 

Big Bear Lake was once a gold mining mecca before it became a popular four season resort. Lake 
history records that in 1860, a bear hunter named William Holcomb 
discovered gold in the backcountry after tracking a bear’s blood trail to a 
creek filled with flakes of gold. He tried to keep it a secret, but soon 
enough word spread, and Southern California’s largest gold rush was on! 
This one is going to be fun! 
More details will follow so stand by.

http://www.laquintahistoricalsociety.com/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuma,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroglyphs
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The Archivist  Corner

77885 Avenida Montezuma La Quinta, CA 92253  Phone 760-777-7170
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10 am to 4 pm - Admission is Free

La Quinta Museum Spring 
2019 Events: 

Tuesdays

Stitch Fiber Art Group 1 pm---------------------

4th Tuesday: Let’s Talk, 
Speaker /Discussion  10 am---------------------

Wednesdays    

2nd Wed. Brown Bag TED Talk 12 noon-------

4th Wed. Lunch Break with Huell 12 noon----

Thursdays: Culture Fix

Books, Film, Art,  Music
Please check the Museum’s Facebook page for times & details.

Every Friday,            1-3 pm: Adult Coloring Club

Every Saturday,       10am-1pm: Mah Jongg

 

Probably no horse of modern time has enjoyed greater popularity or has been viewed by more 
people than the grey Arabian named “Jadaan” - the horse Rudolph Valentino rode.   

 Valentino first saw him at philanthropist Chauncey D. Clarke’s “Point Happy” ranch in La Quinta 
(then Indio) while visiting the desert area in the mid-twenties.  Mr. Clarke had imported 10 Arabian 
horses, including the stallion Jadaan from Arabia.  There is no denying Jadaan was an impressive 
horse with an extraordinary ability for falling naturally into beautiful poses.  There are literally 
thousands of pictures to prove it.  His head and shoulder poses were described by some of 
Hollywood's top cameramen as the most impressive they 
had ever photographed.

Valentino visited at length at Point Happy Ranch concerning 
Jadaan and his possibilities as a movie horse as Valentino 

thought he and Jadaan made a handsome pair.  Valentino was 
immediately interested in purchasing the picturesque stallion.  During this time for 
health reasons Mr. Clarke was not able to carry on ranching operations at Point Happy 
Ranch and the entire string of Arabian horses, including Jadaan, were purchased by the 
cereal magnate, W.K. Kellogg and moved to the famous W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse 
Ranch in Pomona, CA. around late 1925.

A price of $3,000 was set at the time for purchase of Jadaan, an exorbitant amount by 
film industry standards, and Jadaan was subsequently leased to the studios by Kellogg 
instead of actually being purchased for Valentino’s silent film “The Son of the Sheik".   
The picture was an instant box office success.  Heart throb Valentino began a tour to further promote the film and died at age 

31 from a ruptured ulcer in New York City on August 23, 1926 while on 
tour.         

Millions trekked to the famous W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse ranch at Pomona, 
Calif., upon the matinee idol's death to see his horse Jadaan and view trappings 
Valentino used in his popular desert pictures of the 1920's.  Women crowded 
around Jadaan’s box stall, and wore the stable door smooth pressing for a better 
look at the sleek stallion.  Jadaan became the nation's most famous living horse.

He was in such great demand that Kellogg Ranch officials had to maintain 
careful future booking records and exercise great caution in agreeing to public 
appearances for him. Idolizers of Valentino pulled hair from the horse's tail and 
mane, asked for his shoes, and taxed the patience of attendants by filching 
jewels from the showy saddle, bridle and other elaborate trappings.

He was a fixture at Hollywood parades, and even was placed on exhibit in a special stall right in the lobby of one of the 
town's plushiest theaters. He led Pasadena's famous Tournament of Roses parades, had half a dozen different authentic desert 
outfits and rivaled the famous Lady in Black in contributing to the fanatical Valentino memorabilia. 

Jadaan died in 1945 after 19 years of Valentino fan adoration.  And even then avid Valentino zealots had his skeleton 
preserved and enshrined in the University of California's School of Animal Husbandry where he resides today.

                    And to think it all began at Point Happy! 

La Quinta’s Most Famous Film Star “Jadaan”  
 - The Stallion Rudolph Valentino Rode Sherry Martinez

There is something for everyone 
at the La Quinta Museum

Rudolph Valentino

Please see article Page 5


